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situation forbade him to lose sight of. The study of History,
while it afforded him a subject of continuous and regular
exertion, would also afford him, what was even more essen-
tial, the necessary competence of income for which he felt
reluctant any longer to depend on the resources of poetry,
but which the produce of his pen was now the only means
he had of realising.

For these reasons, he decided on commencing the busi-
ness of historian. The composition of Don Carlos had al-
ready led him to investigate the state of Spain under
Philip II.; and, being little satisfied with Watson's clear but
shallow Work on that reign, he had turned to the original
sources of information, the writings of Grotius, Strada, De
Thou, and many others. Investigating these with his usual
fidelity and eagerness, the Eevolt of the Netherlands had,
by degrees, become familiar to his thoughts; distinct in
many parts where it was previously obscure; and attrac-
tive, as it naturally must be to a temper such as his. He
now determined that his first historical performance should
be a narrative of that event. He resolved to explore the mi-
nutest circumstance of its rise and progress; to arrange the
materials he might collect, in a more philosophical order; to
interweave with them the general opinions he had formed,
or was forming, on many points of polity, and national or
individual character; and, if possible, to animate the whole
with that warm sympathy, which, in a lover of Freedom,
this most glorious of her triumphs naturally called forth.

In the filling-up of such an outline, there was scope
enough for diligence. But it was not in Schiller's nature to
content himself with ordinary efforts; no sooner did a pro-
ject take hold of his mind, than, rallying round it all his
accomplishments and capabilities, he stretched it out into
something so magnificent and comprehensive, that little less